[The citizen's opinion on genetic counseling. Acceptability of the service in the province of Ferrara (Cento)].
At Cento (Ferrara), a town characterized by a moderate incidence of thalassemia, only 8.62% of men and 16.53% of women have a fair knowledge of genetic diseases and of their prevention. This lack of information was common to all categories covered by the poll. In spite of this, public was generally in favour of a genetic consultancy service. Table 1 reveals that 74.14% of men and 83.47% of women would use the informations provided by genetic consultancy for preventive purposes.